
Checklist

CREATING EFFECTIVE 
AI-GENERATED LESSON 

PLANS 
____ 

This checklist guides educators through the process of using AI 
tools to create high-quality, personalized lesson plans while 
maintaining professional judgment and control over the 
educational experience. Following these steps will help you save 
time while creating more engaging and differentiated lessons for 
your students. 

1. Preparation and Goal Setting
Identify your specific teaching challenge or pain point
Before diving into AI tools, clearly define what aspect of 
lesson planning you need help with most—whether it's 
differentiation, creating engaging activities, or developing 
assessments. This focus ensures you'll get the most 
relevant results from AI. 
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Creating Effective AI-Generated Lesson Plans 

​ Select appropriate AI lesson planning tools​

Choose tools like LessonPlans.ai, MagicSchool.ai, 
Diffit.com, or other education-specific AI platforms that 
align with your subject area and grade level. 
Education-focused tools typically produce better results 
than general AI. 

​ Gather your curriculum standards and learning 
objectives​

Have your specific standards, learning objectives, and 
any curriculum requirements readily available. AI 
produces more accurate and aligned lessons when given 
precise guidelines and expectations. 

2.​ Creating the Lesson Framework 
​ Craft clear and specific AI prompts​

Write detailed prompts that include grade level, subject, 
topic, learning objectives, timeframe, and any special 
considerations. The quality of your prompt directly 
impacts the quality of the AI-generated lesson plan. 

​ Request a complete lesson structure​

Ask the AI to generate a full lesson framework including 
introduction/hook, main instruction components, practice 
activities, and assessment strategies. This 
comprehensive approach ensures all elements of 
effective instruction are included. 
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Creating Effective AI-Generated Lesson Plans 

​ Specify desired teaching approaches or methodologies​

Include information about preferred teaching methods 
(inquiry-based, direct instruction, project-based learning, 
etc.) to ensure the AI-generated plan aligns with your 
teaching style and classroom culture. 

3.​ Customization and Differentiation 
​ Request differentiated versions of materials​

Ask AI to create multiple versions of the same content for 
different learning needs, including simplified text for 
struggling learners and enrichment for advanced 
students. This saves significant time compared to manual 
differentiation. 

​ Incorporate student interests and contextual elements​

Customize the AI output by adding elements specific to 
your students' interests, cultural backgrounds, or 
community context. This personalization increases 
student engagement and makes learning more relevant. 

​ Adjust pacing suggestions based on your knowledge of 
students​

Review and modify the suggested timing for activities 
based on your understanding of your specific class 
dynamics and students' needs. AI doesn't know your 
students like you do. 
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Creating Effective AI-Generated Lesson Plans 

4.​ Quality Control and Enhancement 
​ Review all AI-generated content for accuracy​

Carefully check all factual information, concepts, and 
examples for errors or misconceptions. While AI tools are 
improving, they still require human verification for content 
accuracy. 

​ Ensure cultural sensitivity and appropriateness​

Examine materials for potential biases, stereotypes, or 
culturally insensitive content that the AI might have 
inadvertently included. Your professional judgment is 
essential for creating inclusive materials. 

​ Add your personal teaching touches​

Incorporate your unique teaching voice, special 
classroom routines, and personal examples or anecdotes 
that strengthen student connections. These human 
elements make AI-generated lessons feel authentic. 

5.​ Assessment and Feedback Components 
​ Evaluate and enhance assessment components​

Review suggested assessments to ensure they truly 
measure the intended learning objectives and modify as 
needed to better align with your assessment philosophy. 

​ Request varied assessment formats​

Ask AI to generate multiple assessment types (formative, 
summative, performance-based, etc.) to capture different 
aspects of student learning and accommodate various 
learning styles. 
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Creating Effective AI-Generated Lesson Plans 

​ Create answer keys and rubrics​

Have AI generate comprehensive answer keys, rubrics, or 
scoring guides to streamline your grading process while 
maintaining consistent evaluation standards. 

6.​ Implementation Planning 
​ Prepare necessary materials and resources​

Identify what physical or digital materials will be needed 
to execute the lesson effectively and ensure they're 
ready before implementation. Even the best lesson plan 
fails without proper preparation. 

​ Create a backup plan for technology issues​

Develop alternative activities or approaches in case of 
technology failures or other implementation challenges. 
Being prepared for contingencies reduces stress and 
ensures learning continues regardless of circumstances. 

​ Document what works for future reference​

Keep notes on which AI prompts, tools, and approaches 
produced the best results for different types of lessons. 
This documentation creates a valuable personal resource 
that improves efficiency over time. 
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